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thought, had already called forth hostile strictures
from those who looked upon the traditional form
of theology as superior to change. Articles which
encouraged progressive thought, or which recom-
mended to missionaries in non-Christian countries
sympathy with what is good in non-Christian
religions, had raised remonstrances. A crisis
came when, in 1856, the appearance of the
Life and Posthumous Works of Chalmers sug-
gested an independent estimate of his place as a
philanthropist and religious thinker, for the subject
of an essay in the ' Review.' In the still pre-
vailing ecclesiastical heat in Scotland, it seemed
impossible to nud north of the Tweed an informed
critic who was likely to preserve judicial impar-
tiality. So I turned to Isaac Taylor, the recluse
of Stanford Rivers. He had been educated in
English Nonconformity; he was now a devout
member of the Church of England; he had been
long studying the morbid and healthy phenomena
of religious life. So I asked him to express
freely his thought about Chalmers. He did this
in a critical essay which filled more than seventy
pages of the ' North British.'

Tery soon this performance encountered the un-
compromising hostility of the chief Scottish repre-ell as of conservative religiousnley. But
